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U.S. Department of Energy

Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management
Yucca Mountain Site Characterization Office

P.O. Box 30307

North Las Vegas, NV 89036-0307

Dear Ms. Dixon:

Governor Bush has forwarded to me a copy of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EiS) for a Geologic Repository for the Disposal of Spent
Nuclear Fuel and High-Level Radioactive Waste at Yucca Mountain, Nye County, Nevada. He
has asked that | review and provide any comments on the EIS to you.

Florida has three commercial nuclear generating sites that will be affected by the decisions

regarding the disposal of spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste. |Overal| the EIS
|seems to be thorough and well done. lHowever. | would like to submit brief comments on two
subjects that will have the most impact on the health and safety of people and the environment

in Florida-—-the transportation of spent nuclear fue! and high-level radioactive waste and the
potential impacts of a No-Action Alternative.

The risk of an accident during the transportation of spent nuclear fuel or high-level waste is
known to be low. Further, if an accident occurs, the risk of any significant materials release or
harmful increase in radiation levels is extremely low. However, if an accident occurs, with or
without a release, state governments have primary responsibility to respond and to protect the
public health and safety in their jurisdiction. Section 180(c) of the Nuclear Waste Poiicy Act of
1982 requires the Department of Energy to provide technical assistance and funds to states to
train public safety officials on procedures required for safe routine transportation, as well as on
procedures to deal with emergency response situations. My concern is that the procedures,
money and implementation for this training will be delayed so that states will not be prepared
adequately before the transportation of these materials.

Under the No-Action Alternative, if the Department of Energy decides not to proceed with the
development of a repository at Yucca Mountain, one alternative will be the continued storage of
the materials at their present locations. The EIS considered two scenarios in this event: long-
term storage of spent nuclear fuel and high-level radicactive waste at the current sites with
effective institutional control for at least 10,000 years and long-term storage with no institutional
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controls after approximately 100 years. A number of considerations were taken into account
under these scenarios. However, from Florida’s standpoint, the risks from possible hurricanes
on stored spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste were not considered appropriately
in either scenario.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this draft EIS from Florida's public health and
safety perspective. If you have any questions, please contact me at (850) 487-1004.

Sincerely,

William A. Passetti
Bureau Chief
Radiation Control
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