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in Amargosa. Again, I'm the chairman of the steering

MER. WEEREKS: My name is Michael Weeks and I live

committee. I'm also on the Nevada Test Site Community Board of
the DOE department.
One thing that hasn't been brought up that I hope

to God never happens, but|a lot of people aren't aware of the

DOE controls Yucca Mountain and controls the test sites, but in
fact the Defense Department that's taking over control of both
of those facilities.

I have the paperwork. It's nc big secret.

The defense programs, institutional controls,

land withdrawal restrictions. The Defense Department is the

landlord at the Nevada Test Site.

Its status is ongoing and indefinite, and the
reason I bring this up is we're talking about putting a -- a
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storage facility of high-level waste, and by order of national
security, we have to be ready to resume underground nuclear
testing of nuclear bombs within three years if the president
decrees it.

That's what makes the Nevada Test Site different
from most of our other sites in the country. Most of those
other sites are closing. We're ongoing, and by law, we have to
be able to resume underground testing.

Now, do we want nuclear bombs going off? So what
if the Test Site is near Yucca Mountain? If they're a hundred
miles, do we want that happening?

vou know, Gcd forbid it ever does happen, but we
can't predict what's going to go on in the world. We never
cshould have started nuclear bombs in the first place, but it's
something you might want to think about that it is going to
be -- all controls go to the DOD, the Department of Defense,
not the Department of Energ;:] So that's all I have.

MR. BROWN: Thanks very much.

TIs there anyone else here that wishes to comment?

Yes.
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