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Let the people know the truth
and the country will be safe..

= Abraham Lincoln
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THE DIRT ON YUCCA MOUNTAIN

Spent fucl is nasty stuff. A person
standing 3 feet from an unshiclded
fucl assembly can reecive a lethal dosc
of radiation in three minutes. One
such asscmbly (about the diameter of
a peneil) has about as much radioac-
tivity as all the waste INEEL could
possibly hope to send to New Mexico

portation accidents can be expected
during this time. Release of a small
fraction of a shipping cask’s contents
would be sufficient to contaminate a
42-squarc mile arca and cost over

$620 million to clean up. |Several ol

repository would be onc condition
removing the limit on shipments to
Idaho. The Alliance is deeply con-
cerned INEEL would becomc a {reat-
ment and testing facility for untold
amounts ol spent fucl.

those accidents could occur in ldaho. 6 |__1'hcrc is also the issue of lairness.

In addition to transportation prob-

over the next several years. Current-4 lems[Yucca Mountain itsel s flawed

ly, only Idalio and South Carolina are
receiving spent fuel for storage. One
single shipment of nuclear navy spent
fuel contains roughly 6 times the ra-
divactivity of ¢/l the transuranic waste

by likely groundwater intrusion and
its proximity to major earthquake
faults. [80% of Nevadans oppose this
repository and it is time to stop trying
to force them to change their minds.

that might go to New Mexico nvcrthSIEslcad, the DOE should continue to

next 20 years. Since the 1995 dceal
was struck between the State of ida-
ho, DOE, and the nuclear navy, Idaho
has received about 180 such ship-
ments, and will receive approximate-
ly 950 morce over the next 35 years.
Lnter Nevada and the proposed
Yucca Mountain repository for com-
mercial and defense-gencrated spent
fuel and high-level waste. If Yucca
opens in 2010 and begins receiving
shipments, Nevada would receive be-
tween 35,000 and 100,000 shipments
in a 25-yecar period. For those ship-
ments to reach Nevada, the most dan-
gerous form of nuclear waste would
pass through 43 states (including Ida-
ho) and past 109 cities with popula-
tions of 100,000 or more, including
B()isc.LT\ccording to the DOL’s own
estimate, between 70 and 310 trans-

T'he Newsletter is published periadically by the
Snake River Allance, 1674 Nl Road, Suite 2,
Baise, Idaho 83702,

move its spent fuel into on-site dry
cask facilities. This would obviate the
need lor transportation and prevent
potential catastrophic accidcnlg

If Yucca should open, Idaho’s spent
fuel problems would not end. Indeed,
instead of an end to spent fuel ship-
ments, shipments to Idaho might in-
crease.  Duc to a provision in the
Statc’s agreement with the DOL and
the nuclear navy, the existence ol a

The draft EIS on Yucca Mountain has
been refeased for public comment, and
Yucca is the only place being cvalu-
ated for permancnt storage of this le-
thal trash. Normally, an EIS must
analyze a range of alternatives, but not
so in this case] Nevada houses none
of the wastc planned for the reposito-
ry, and 90% of the spent fuel would
come from commercial power plants
cast of the Mississippi River.

Itis time once again (o tell the De-
partment of Fnergy to Stop the Ship-
ments, and perhaps the feds will
finally begin o listen. A hearing on
Yucca Mountain will be held On Oc-
tober 5™ at the Grove Hotel in Boisc,
from 10:00AM to [:00PM and [rom
6:00 to 10:00PM.
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D Radioactivity -
Remaining on INEEL

. Radioactivity of INEEL
waste potentially to WiPP

Shipment Problems ™ on page )
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