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MR. HILFENHAUS: My name is Charles Hilfenhaus
an[cllﬁl'glls;?a%gking on behalif of the Alliance of Atomic Veterans,
and just so you know how someone of my age comes to be with
that organization, we currently have -- we're founded by Mr.
Guarisco who was witness to the Crossroads test in 1946, but
our members currently include perscns like Fred Brad, who's
spoken already, who's a nuclear submarine officer and myself,
who worked at a nuclear power plant about twenty-five years
ago.

we also maintain very close international
relations, and that is a point that I want to raise because it
was brought up last night at a meeting we had with two Nagasaki

survivors, and it relates to the accident at Tokigama.
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In 1978, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty was
signed and then subsequently ratified by the United States.

Over the past two decades, one of the key
provisions of that treaty seems to have been forgotten, and
that is the requirement that the United States receive spent
nuclear fuel from commercial reactors in countries other than
the United States who are signators to the treaty and who
request that we receive that fuel if the president cf the
United States certifies that it is in the national interest.

and T think you can imagine what would happen.
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At this point it's a dead letter because we have no repository
to accept such fuel, but should Yucca Mountain be licensed,
it's already been discussed in the Japanese news that they
would exercise that option, and I found nowhere in there
consideration of the impact should the total number of curies
coming from foreign sources perhaps exceed the number generated
by domestic socurces. I think that's a fairly serious issue.

Another one that from comes from my own personal
experience. When I was working at the nuclear power plant at
San Onofre, we had major problems in an old unit that was built
in the '60s, unit 1 with embrittlement of the tubes that
carried the radicactive water from the core to the steam
generator and generated the steam due to their continued
exposure tc the radiation.

When T look at the thermal locad modeling, and I
cee all of the modeling is based upon the fact that it's just
heat in that environment, and in fact that heat is the coming
from scmewhere.

In my own personal knowledge of nuclear physics
states that it's probably coming from either beta decay or the
emission of free neutrons which creates a radiocactive
environment which could lead to significant embrittling of the
storage cap -- containers far before their projected lifetime.

and I don't really see any radiological studies

that are connected with the thermal loading studies.
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Obviocusly I believe at least that that EISOOOlSO
environmental site at Yucca Mountain when it's loaded is going
to be an operating low level nuclear reactor with the radiation
levels.

FinallgrE@r organization has always taken a
position that any solution to the nuclear waste problem has to
involve a full ability to monitor and retrieve the material at
any time, which neither Yucca Mountain nor the no action option
allowé:]

We would find both options equally unacceptable.
We currently support the cption of dry cask storage at the
existing sites for a period not to exceed fifty years, during
which time we make possibly better plans of what to do in the
long-term over the next thousand, 10,000 vyears.

That would also result in we estimate about
eighty percent of the most intense radionuclides decaying over
the fifty-vear periocd to result in a significantly greater
smalier volume of material to deal with.

I think some of those last remarks are of course
outside the scope because we're only supposed to be concerned
with the two options, but I really hope that at some point we

can consider just those two.

MR. LAWSON: Thank you, sir.
MR. SKIPPER: Thank you for your comment.
MR. LAWSON: The next speaker would be Jamiegon
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1 wWalker once again. Will you explain what the hat says? And to

2 be followed by Shelby Lisi and Eddie Lisi.
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