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ATTENTION: Wendy Dixon Department of Energy
FROM: Joan O. King, 304 Manor Drive, Sautee, GA 30571

CONCERNING YUCCA MOUNTAIN

I live about a hundrcd miles north of the GA International Convention
Center where today’s Yueca Mountain comment period will he held. @c& T am

told written comments will be given equal weight with personal appearances, I

will use this method of lodging my protests to the current plan to dispose of
radioactive nuclear waste at Yucca Mountain. |

I'm not a physicist, but I've been converned about nuclear issues for a
number of years and have acquired a certain technical competency through
workshops and professional training seminars.

I've also engaged in an on-going dialogue with State and Congressional
legislators regarding nuclear waste and other aspects of nuclear technology. The
expericnce has been disheartening because it quickly becomes obvious most of
our lawmakers have little or no understanding of the problem.

Briefly, let me rention just two cases in point. At a meeting with State
legislators regarding the transportation of nuclear waste through Georgia, one
man remarked, “What's this ‘you-ka’ vou keep talking about.” The man had
never heard of Yueca Mountain, yet he went on to cast a vote on the issue,

The other case was at the Federal level when Congressman who was
considering the Nuclear Waste Policy Act challenged me with the statement,
“Joan, you know all this resistance to Yucea Mountain is purely political.” This
was just after the American Institute of Physics publication PHYSICS TODAY

dedicated a whole issue to radioactive waste in which they listed a number of
very real technical problems.
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Politicians don’t have time to examine the details. They count on their
aides who in turn listen to industry apokcspcrsons.E‘om the standpoint of people
like myself, input {from the Department of Energy is equally unreliable because
it comes from a source desperate for a solution. The DOE has sunk too much
money on the project to change course now.

The fact remain, the closer we look at Yucca Mountain, the less suitable it
becomes. I won't go into the details. I'm sure you will hear them from others.
The NOF is faced with a very diffievlt decision and one that may be impossible
from a psychological standpoint. We have to admit we made a mistake. Worse.
We have to admit that, right now, there is no really acceptable solution to the
problem.

We have created a monster in the form of a waste product for which there
is vo closed cyele. But if we don’t admit our mistake, if we don’t face up to the
magnitude of a waste product for which there is no safe long-term disposal, the
problenu will continue to grow, and people like myself will continue to oppose the
DOE.,

If the government tries to force a solution where there is none and where
there is considerable resistance from many quarters, if we bury our problen for
the sake of expediency, the problem will only eontinue ta grow. |

Eor the sake of future generations, I beg you to resist a premature
nmove to Yucca Mountain or any other burial siteZ]

Joan O, King
304 manor Drive
Sautee, GA 305771
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