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MR. LAWSON: Our next speaker will be
Representative Ann Grogan Orrock, to be followed
by Robert Halstead and Lou Long.

MS. ORROCK: Good afternoon. Thank you very
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much. You all put Tom and me at the head of the
list. I appreciate that courtesy, but I thought
I'd be much further down because I signed in a
little bit later than some other folks. But let
me take just a few minutes of time to weigh in on
this, what I think is a critical issue facing the
nation, facing our congresspeople as they prepare
to vote on legislation that would move forward
this plan to ship this waste across the country,
and certainly a weighty issue for those of us in
the states.

And I am taking issue with what I understand
to be the thrust of the remarks of my colleague in
the Legislature. I have attended as well some of
the hearings that he referenced and have done my
best as a state legislator with less than full
resources to become an expert in each of the many
topics that we're charged with casting our votes
on and giving some policy leadership on. But in
this regard I think it's such a critical issue
that I have attempted to go a bit deeper, and we
have had this matter of transportation of nuclear
waste before the General Assembly. And there is,
as I understand it, a bill pending at this point.

Now,rﬁ? concern, speaking from the state
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level, is that it's the role of the state and the
responsibility, in fact, of the state to be
responsible for the safety of its citizens. And
in particular, in this situation, those would be
citizens sited along these transportation routes
in Georgia along which this radiocactive nuclear
waste will be moving. The critical point that
most people really prcbably are not aware of is
that it is the state's responsibility, and that
means that it is the state that has the liability
in the event of an accident with damage to life
and limb and habitat. It is a state liability.
Now, we all are watching the lawsuits in the court
system enough to know that liability means that's
who pays the bill, that's who can be sued, that's
who's held ultimately responsible. And so we as
taxpayers at the local and state level have to
understand that it's our tax dollars; it's our
state revenues in addition to our lives and our
limbs and our environment that are a part of
what's at risk here. I think that that equation
is very troubling to me, that there will be no DOE
liability. As I understand it, it'll be the state
that will be sued in this instance. That's a

cause for great concern,land|we feel as a state --
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and I know that the governor has indicated this to
the Department of Energy very recently, within the
last month, to the Secretary of Energy, that we
have significant issues with transportation.
We're loocking at the possibility of nuclear -- of
plutonium, weapons-grade plutonium, being shipped
across the state coming from the west back to the
east, to the Savannah River plant, if the
plutonium fuel fabrication plan goegs forward at
the Savannah River site, as well as the
immobilization of that fuel. So the governor is
highly concerned about the question of waste being
brought into our state and about who's going to
pay the bill for the training, what level of
training is going to be necessary for these kinds
of unanticipated and never-before-experienced
holocaust type of accidents and emergencies that
can emerge from this, potentia%EiI]

Let me speak finally to the question of where

the nuclear waste is sited now. Yes, |we have

sites in this state along with others that hold
nuclear waste at the site of the utility
companies' nuclear reactors. We have waste at the
Savannah River site, right adjacent to us, over

there on the river. The truth is that that waste
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right now is in its most volatile, unstable state,
that is, its highest level of radiocactivity. I'm
not at all concerned by the fact that if and when
the day comes that we transport this nuclear waste
across the 40-plus states, depending on where the
site 1s -- Having that happen 50 years from now,
to me, 1s a far better alternative, when the
radicactivity of that, the danger posed by these
wastes in the event of an accident or emergency,
is far lessened as the years go by. They are at a

very unstable point now, sited at the nuclear

reactors.l

So| there's a gocod argument to be made for

making great deliberations on the appropriateness
of the site. And what I hear about that site is
frightening in termg of its geological

instability.

LIhere will be accidents. There have been
accidents. It's not a question of if there will

be accidents; there will be accidents, and those

accidents will be increased.

I would favor, both on a Congressional level,

as far as the way we move on this -- and I'm
cloging; that's my last comment -- that we honor

the contract with the utility companies by putting
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in the necessary resources to safely store and
gite these wastes where they are, not truck them
and open up a whole new, as we say down here in
the south, can of worms that we don't -- that
holds tremendous potential threat sited where it

is. | And I would add to that, |if you move that

waste tomorrow out to Nevada, you still have a
radicactive site in Georgia. You can't -- you
still have a radioactive site that has to be
protected and addressed and has safety concerns.

So let's keep it there until we truly know that

where we're taking it is the right place for it to

be.l Thank you.

MR. LAWSON: Thank you.

MS. SWEENEY: Thank you.
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