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MS. RATHBURN: My name ig Lesley Rathburn.
And I don't have anything especially prepared
because I really didn't come to speak tonight.
But I've been kind of inspired by all the things

I've heard from both sides, actually. | And being

of a science background myself, I can appreciate
the studies and the statistics. But I can also

appreciate how statistics can be manipulated and

can really not tell you much of anything.
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What really bothers me --| I want to put down

that I am officially opposed to this plan of

making one national site, repository. | From the

arguments I've heard, obviously we have to deal
with what's already been produced radicactively.
And I don't think that anybody's really opposed to
certain forms of radiation needing to be produced
for medical uses. I can appreciate the operator
from the nuclear industry who spoke. But I don't
think it's a responsible kind of action for this
country to pursue radicactive energy. I think that
a lot of times there's a strong lobby, and I would
like to see other alternatives such as solar and
wind energy to be pursued in a more financially
responsible way.

Also I'd like to -- a lot of the argument for
having nuclear power is to help sustain our
nation's, you know, incessant need for power. And
I'd like to see on a more national basis some more
conservation issues pursued. You know, I see a
tremendous amount of waste where I work, I mean
just on all levels. I mean, if that was reduced,
I mean, certainly our demand overall, even though

our population is growing, might be addressed

better. | These are just my little notes of

AN
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everything. I'm tired, hungry and have a headache.
But -- a lot of information to absork tonight.
e But also another point would be X-rays and
things that people brought up. A lot of times,
you know, you have a choice, you know, whether you
want an X-ray or things like that, but if the
benefits associated -- I don't know, with such an

extensive transportation schematic that you guys

have proposed, that you necessarily have a choice

in that. And I think that's a real key issue.

And anyway, I guess, to summarize, you know,
basically I'm a U.S. taxpayer. So basically,
ultimately, I'm your employer, Department of

Energy. And I just implore you to pursue different

alternatives. | I understand you need an interim

site for the stuff that's already been produced.
I think that would be a good thing to pursue since

you are responsible in contractual obligationsg to

meet that, but I'm opposed to one national site.

And I'd like to see nuclear energy not pursued as
an alternative into the 21st century. Thank you.
MS. SWEENEY: Thank you.
MR. LAWSON: Could I ask you just -- the
spelling of your last name is A-l-p-e-r-n, Alpern?

MS. RATHBURN: Oh, I'm sorry. It's Legley,

D
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MR. LAWSON: Thank you very much. TIs there

L-e-s-1l-e-y, Rathburn, R-a-t-h-b-u-r-n.

anyone else who'd like to speak? Well, if not, we
draw to the close of a long day in which we've had
probably close to 55 or 60 people who've had a
chance to gpeak. We very much appreciate not only
the time that you take to come to meetings such as
this but the effort that you have made in
preparing your statements. It makes it much easier
when people are prepared. I'll just remind you
before you leave that if you want to take a
comment sheet, there are comment sheets in the
back which you can use for written comments. The

comment period is open till February nine, and

15 yvou're certainly encouraged to submit
additional

16 comments if you'd like,

17 This will be the close of the Atlanta
18 meeting. I appreciate in particular the
patience

19 of the Department of Energy officials as
well as

20 the hard work of the court reporter.

That's not

21

easy work. Thank you all very much, and
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good

22 evening.

23 (Proceedings adjourned.)
24

25





