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this most recent Yucca Mountain DEIS finds sufficient
serious deficiencies that forces us to recommend this
draft document be withdrawn for revision prior to any
further consideration of its adequacy to meet the
requirements of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act, the

National Environmental Policy Act, and the Atomic

" Energy Act and all other statutes pertaining to present

and future health, safety, and gquality of the
environmegEJ

FEEé omissions and uncertainties that
appear throughout this document with respect €O
information essential to the evaluation of the
environmental impacts of this proposed federal action
render it arbitrary and capricious in the judgment of
the department as to what can be ignored or dismissed,
and is therefore unacceptabquJ

rié we stated in our 1995 comments on the
Environmental Impact Statement for a geological
repository for the disposal of spent nuclear fuel and
high-level radioactive waste at Yucca Mountain, we are
opposed to further study of Yucca Mountain as solution
to the nation's high-level nuclear waste problems.

Four years later, we stand before you,

our position unchanged. The Sierra Club remains
ardently opposed to the Yucca Mountain project.
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[&é believe DOE has inadequately
characterized the impact of transportation accidents
and public health risks along designated routes
nationwide. For citizens traveling on Colorado and the
nation's highways, exposures from Yucca Mountain as
well as WIPP shipments represent a public health hazard
and a violation of the principle of informed consent:]
*T we find many problems with the DEIS,

factors that give rise to public concerns about
opposition to approval of the Yucca Mountain sipglfor
the disposal of intensely irradiated spent fuel from
commercial nuclear power reactors and other high-level
radicactive waste or for long-term storage of highly
radioactive reactive fuel and other wastes TIOW destined
for Yucca Mountain.

We find research findings by both DOE and
independent scientistsngaat the numerous geological
inadequacies and unknowns characterize this site; the
depth and breadth of all uncertainties asgociated with
vyucca Mountain to be able to assure waste isolation for
the full time period of the waste or even for the

10,000 years for which the department is responsiblgﬂ

failure and inability to assessS from recent events

*

future impacts of nearby seismic and volcanic activiti]

*rsmission of the full range of nonfatal, noncancer

Start the following comments with this paragraph.
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health and genetic damages which human beings may
experience from low-level radiation exposure; failure
to ascertain the low-dose effects for the most
sensitive and vulnerable members of the population such

as an embryo, fetus, pregnant woman, rapidly growing

young child, and the aged;|adoption of arbitrarily

limited, unrealistic scenarios, cultural and economic

characteristics to describe future conditions and

situations affecting future populations; “failure to

provide for the protection of all components of the
biosphere, of the environment for its own sake, from
radiation related harm, failure in dose calculation to
account for the addictive, multiplicative and
synergistic relationship of radiological and other
biclogically hazardous pollutant factors and conditions

*
ultimately affecting recipients; [failure of the

department to honor all treaty rights and claims of the

Western Shoshone to the ownersghip and the protection of
inhabitants and environment of the land taken from
their people by the U.S. federal government under the
Ruby Valley Treaty of 186%] andlzhis department's
failure to provide real meaningful as opposed to false

appearance of public participation or to heed public

advic%]
In order to achieve the safe management
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and isolation of all radiocactive fuel and waste, the
Sierra Club strongly urges the adoption of the
precautionary principle by the Department of Energy.
This principle is variously defined, but in essence
states until a practice or substance is proven safe, it
sheould be treated as though it was unsafe.

The precautionary principle also implies
that the decision maker should act in advance of
scientific certainty to prevent harm to humans and the
environment.

_%; then suggest the task of this
department is to halt its relentless drive for approval
of the inadequate Yucca Mountain site, explain to
Congress why it should not proceed, and give serious
reconsideration to finding the least dangerous and most
equitable method of retaining control of all
radicactive wasteg required to be disposed of in a
regulated facility in a manner that will best assure
that future populations have will an opportunity egual
with our own to be able to maintain control for the
duration of its hazardous lifetime. |

The Sierra Club appreciates the
opportunity to offer comments on the Yucca Mountain

draft.
MR. BROWN: Thank vyou.
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