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MR. COX: Gocd eﬂening. I came here, really my intent
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was to come and listen, not toispeak, but I think I have some things
to offer here. i

I'm not only a Neﬁada native, I'm a Nye County native. I
grew up in Tonopah until I was %bout 12 vears old, in the 50's.

First of all, thou@h, I'd like to say this. [E_Ehink it's
absurd not to have addressed tﬂe problem before they began to produce
nuclear waste. That just seemsglike it should have been part of the
plan 40 years ago.

Having said that,Ei}d like to convey my concerns about
what I think is a huge void in this whole Environmental Impact
Statement, and that is the factéof addressing what's already there. I
think it's important to know that. I don't think any of us would be
here if it wasn't for the fact ihat that place had about 1500 or so,
give or take a hundred, nuclear bombs blown up down there, and it's my
opinion that the place is probably the most irradiated place on the
planet no@:] .

But I got to give ?ou a little background, and since I
didn't come here to speak, I diﬁ bring a letter with me that I'm going
to use for notes that I wrote tﬁ Senators Reid, Bryan, Dominici and
Hatch. I lived in Tonopah just;on the northern fringe of the Atomic
Energy Commission Test Site froﬁ 1947 to about 1%59. Spent a
considerable amount of time the&e through 1965.

I have witnessed ai least, and I was a kid so T don't
know an accurate number, at least 20 above ground nuclear blasts,
fireball and all. While I lived there they probably shot off about a
hundred or so above ground test%. It was in 1962 or '3 I think when
they went to below ground. j

Let me tell vou abbut some of my experiences down there.

The reason I was able to witness them is because I went to Nye County
schools, and for a field trip —} I wish some of the kids were still
here -- ag & field trip, I didnht get to go to these sorts of things,
I got to go get bussed to a site halfway between Tonopah and Goldfield

to watch mushroom clouds. And so I have seen a bunch of them. Also
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just for an outing summertime,ébug our folks, pack a lunch and go out
and see a bomb. |

And I was actuallé -- we were able to see it. My dad was
in the trucking business, had Qelding equipment. We used arc welding
helmets in order to watch thesé things go off. It is quite a site, I
can tell you that. |

A few little itemé here. For the entire time I lived in
Tonopah, I thought three and fdur volk eggs were normal. It was only
after we moved up here to Reno :and started getting our eggs out of
California that we got one yolﬁ eggs. I had a two-headed lizard for a
pet. The cat got him.

And also a bunch df my friends, I remember their fathers
after -- I don't know if any of vou have heard of Charlie Steen, but
he made millicns of dellars finding uranium in Moab, Utah. A bunch of
my friends' fathers bought geiﬁer counters to go out in the desert,
and all thought they were going to be rich. They all staked claims
for what they thought was uranium in the desert. Come to find out, it
was nothing but radiation fallgut from the tests.

I know I have been exposed. Frankly, I didn't expect to
live this long. But here I amé

So anyway, my concern, Jjust giving vou that as a
background, |my concern is thatéthere have been I think 1200
underground tests down there. éWe're all concerned about the water
tables. T know a person persoﬁally who helped drill some of the holes
they blew the bombs off in. Tﬁey were a mile deep. If they didn't
get through three or four water tables by then, I think we're
dreaming.

S50 what I would like to know is 1f any tests or any
environmental study has ever béen done to figure out what is there
now, and 1is this study being déne sc we'll know relativity, I mean,
how much more could we screw ué the place versug what is already
there. l

Nobody ever talks:about it. I very rarely hear anything
about this in the news, in theémedia. I have been to a couple of
these meetings. Nobody really ever talks about that.

I think we have got military and that entity of
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government not transmitting inflormation to you folks who I think need
it. And I would like to know Hecause I think that the place is
already contaminated. I'm notiin favor particularly of having any
more come there, but my concer& is knowing what's already there.

!

You folks at the ﬂPA, it seems to me like every time I
read about a superfund projectiwhere there's been some sort of
contamination someplace and it%costs billions of dollars to clean up,
1 wonder if anybody has consid%red what it would take to clean up
Yucca Flat right now. You wouﬁd have to dig out something bigger than
the Grand Canyon, and then youﬁd have to figure ocut how to deal with
that nuclear waste. |

Ll_think we have gdt our heads buried in the sand when it
comes to knowing anything at alil about what's there already. 2and I
don't know how we can even appﬁoach this particular study without

knowing what already exists thdre, and I don't think you can make a

rational decision about anything until we know, and just as a citizen,

I'd like to know.| Thank you.
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