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MS. SWAFFORD: |My first statement is the viability
DEC 02 1899 el
aggessment. Preliminary views presented to the NRC March 17th, 1999,
2

page 3. The Board notes that the viability assessment relies heavily
in some cases on the formal solicitation of expert judgments. This
was necessary and extremely useful given the lack of field and
laboratory data in certain areas and the equivocal nature of some of
the data in other areas.

However, as the experts themselves pointed out, expert
judgment should not be used as a substitute for data that can be
obtained directly from site, laboratory and other investigations. In
the Board's view, every reasonable effort should be made to minimize
uncertainty through the repository and waste package design.

Additional data then can be sought to address
uncertainties rather than relying so heavily on expert judgments to
support decisions about the suitability of the site and a possible
license application.

Now Webster has this thing about uncertainties. He says
an inability to make a decision. Suspicion. Mistrust. Lack of
sureness about something. Now that's uncertainty. 2and we're going

along with that about Yucca Mountain.

Now I try to follow the Washington scene as closely as

possible, the battle by U.S5. Senators Lott and Rakowski to make
certain the high level nuclear hazardous waste comes to Nevada.

Lott's statement, quote: "Well, we have to put it somewhere." And
Rakowski who initiated the initial bill to obtain their goal to store
the waste at Yucca Mountain, Congress authorized the spending of
billions of dollars to gain the same objective, and now here we are,
the people of Nevada, the ordinary people, asking them to forget about
all the money they spent and keep the waste out of Nevada. Because

they spent the money does not make it the right way to go.

Now item 1, security. Nowhere have T seen any document
stating truck drivers and railroad personnel are regquired toc have

special government clearance. Not in the RFP, request for propesal

0,

draft dated 1998, nor in the EIS or even in the DOT regulations.
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Actually, imagine 70,000 tons of high level nuclear
hazardous waste has arrived at Yucca Mountain. The entire world has
been watching and waiting. After all, we are making history. Various
tragedies have occurred as this material traveled through 43 states to
its final destination.

According to Volume 1, paragraph 1.2.4, 55 tons of
weapons usable plutonium has arrived. BAccording to geologist John T.
Rosenthal, he works for Booz Allen and Hamilton, he says about
security:

"If Yucca Mountain becomes a high level

waste storage site, Energy Department plans call
for either cleosing it up as early as 10 years
after the last waste canisters are buried, or
keeping it open for hundreds of years. If

the Department elects to close the mountain

it would seal all the shafts, ramps, exploratory
bore holes and other underground openings to
further discourage any intruders.®

We're like a bunch of idiots here.

"Permanent warning markers and monuments

would be put up around the site.™

Now this is what Rosenthal says.

"The Department is not worried about
sabotage. In its recent Envirconmental Impact
Statement, it says that the site's remote
location and the area's low population density
makes it an unattractive target. In addition,
it tends to have extra security measures in
place. At one of the alcoves a fixed spaghetti
of cable snakes from the walls to an array of
sophisticated monitoring equipment and
electronic board the size of a large screen
TV records the total power used, as well as
the total power cost and the current rock
temperature. "

Now, my final statement. Hypothetically, 70,000 tons -—-

@
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did T read this already? Okay. Now please close your eyes just for
two minutes and imagine, 75 to a hundred miles away, nowhere near the
security measures referred tc by John Rosenthal. Instead, John Q.
Tourist trained by Kadafy is about to launch one missile using his
sophisticated electronic equipment. Or this same scenario could

happen somewhere on route to Yucca Mountain.l Thank yvou very much.
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