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MR. CARRUTHERS: Hello. My name is Joseph Carruthers. I'm the chairman of the Beowawe
Crescent Valley Nuclear Waste Awareness Committee. That committee was formed at the request of the
residents of our community and this valley and members of this county, and when I first took this
approach, I took it in a very kind of approach that you could say yes or no. I wanted to know how the
people felt arcund here about this issue. I didn't want to make their mind up for them. That seemed like
the fairest way in a democratic society, to me.

E overwhelmingly the people of this community, as you can see in this room tonight, support
the issue of not bringing nuclear waste to Nevachi

I'm going to go through a few things here first that [ want to get on the record that I feel are
inadequate,lgme issues that have not been addressed in the EIS properly. And these are to deal with the
fact of socioeconomics for this part of the world. We rely on mining and ranching at this point in this part
of the country for survival. This project that you are proposing threatens our way of life forevcﬂ

One of them is, \E mining claims be divided and access restricted? There are many claim
holders out here, people who are looking for additional mineral deposits. We feel that it is inadequately
addressed in the EIS.

Will the Cortez Mine be given its own railroad overpass to continue its daily operations? As one
can see on the map on the wall, the corridor goes right through their operations. They have a mill on each
side of the valley, and these things are inadequate. They have not been addressed in the EIS, the Draft
Elﬂ

And also for the ranchers, andfthere are many people here in Nevada who are into ranching and
4 that is their way of life and their only way of life, and we are all very concerned on this. Will the grazing

allotments be cut up? How will the ranchers be compensated for the lost rangeland?

I want to expand on that a little bit. T am very concerned about the issue of water rights and the

loss of land in our state. |

The way I see it, if I was to come to any of your homes and threaten to throw you out or tell you
this is what we're proposing to do and make you move away, how would vou feel in your hearts? Would
5 you say, oh, God that is okay, go ahead? I don't think so. I really don't.
continued

And how would you feel if we were to bury it in your backyard? Obviously, it's your problem.

Nevada is not a nuclear-powered state. The eastern states are. |
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I used to live back in the Midwest. Ilived near the Byron Power Plant, and T saw what industry
and various other things of this nature has done to the waterways and to the environment.

Fortunately, that is improving because science is finding out we're making a lot of mistakes in our
environment. Unfortunately, the nuclear industry, I guess like any industry, wants to go on and be
productive in their viewpoint. But you're continuing to poison our environment, and you're not coming up
with a solution to phase it out and get rid of it.

You haven't come to us to say, look, you know, we got this much waste to get rid of, we're going
to try to find a way to get away from this. You want to make more, and from the hearsay that I'm getting,
that you want to intensify it and make sure it doesn't die. I hope that's not trﬂ

What I have to say is that wem the people of Nevada, and that goes for our governor, our
senators, over 75 percent of the population of the state, and obviously, the Native American people who

5 continued do hold ownership to the land, do not want nuclear waste in this state. When you go back to Washington,
we ask you, in a nice way this time, to relay that message. We are not going to give up, we are not going
to back down. And this is just the beginning.

‘We hope you hear what we're telling you. It is your problem. You have allowed the nuclear
industry to continue to do what it is doing and continue to do it to this day. We do not want your problem.

You make the problem, you bury it in your backyard, not ours. Thank yoﬂ
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