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1 planned to give these remarks orally, but I had to leave by 2PM and had not yet been called to speak in
spite of having arrived before the 11AM starting time of the hearing:

Ladics and Gentlemen, Representatives of the DOE,

I thank you for holding this hearing in St. Louis. And I want to say up front that I appreciate the work done
by the DOE to investigate safe alternatives for the storage of hazardous radioactive waste. 1also thank the
representatives of the electric utilities who have spoken today, for their concern and care in the vse of
nuclear power to produce energy.

Finally, I want to thank the citizens here today, because your vigilance and your interest has had an
important impact on influencing the Department of Encrgy and the utilities to use care and caution in the
handling of radioactive materials.

We are here to discuss the potential transport of hazardous radioactive waste through St. Louis, and as a
part of that discussion, to address the idea of moving radioactive waste to a disposal site in Nevada, a state
that does not want it.

I think all of us agree that we have a problem, Iﬂivel&ssthanamﬂe from the railroad tracks that may carry
some of this waste. And I don’t want it renning through my neighborhood.

We coliectively have created this problem. Let me note however that the source of this probiem is really
not the electric industry or the Depariment of Energy. Rather it is the arms industry. Nuclear weapons are
the source of the problem. Atoms for Peace, under President Dwight Eisenhower, became the focus of a
governmental effort to find spme redeeming qualities to nuclear fission. While the government was busy
building nuclear warheads, our government sought to selt Atoms for Peace to the public. A variety of laws
then made nuclear power attractive, and profitable, to the electric utilities. Today we collectively live with
the results of the decisions made by our government t0 encourage muclear production of electricity. [ think
all of us in this room know that there is a significant hazard in handling and storing of waste. Where we

differ, I think, is over the level of confidence we place in our ability to handle it safely.

It seems to me that as we ook at scenarios offered by the Department of Energy—100 years vs. 10,000
years, doing nothing vs. doing something-—that a practical consideration is to leave the existing waste
where it is for now and monitor it carefully while we continue to look for betier alternatives. Let’s put the
100 year scenario into effect that way. Let’s take the next 50 years, to handte carefully the waste where it
is, and learn what we can about various sites for storage, before rushing into a decision that may wetl be
unisatisfactory.

My mind boggles at a 10,000 year scenario. What hubris we have to think we wiil be abie to fashion
something adequate for that length of time. Just 1000 yeas ago, St. Louis was center of one of the most
advanced civilizations of its time in the world. Today, Cahokia mounds hold more mysteries than facts,
even though we are learning a lot about the people of that time. World wide, we can find many more
civilizations that lasted 200 or 300 years and then were lost. Even in those civilizations like China where a
continuous written history has been maintained, archeologists in recent years have uncovered long lost
sites. 10,000 years? |We have a responsibility to the future to take our time about this decision. |

More importantly, let us agree thatfthe major problem and the major threat to our security is not the train
traffic through our community, it is the 10,000 warheads here and in Russia and other states of the former
Soviet Union. The nuclear threat is real. Let’s work together to see that the government - and the
Department of Energy in particular ~ has the funds necessary to research solutionss to the nuclear problem.
Nuclear disarmament is an essential part of finding the solution 1o the nuclear waste problem. Moving
some of our military budget to finding solutions to the nuclear waste problem will enable us to use those
dollars to find real security.| Thank you.

Thursday, January 20, 2000.
America’s Center, St. Louis
David A. Wilson
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