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MAINLINING NUCLEAR WASTE INTO THE VEINS OF
o AMERICA
(Should we haul ionizing radioactive waste from all over the world and the
country and dump it in the ground at Yucca Mountaing)

To: Ms, Wendy r. Dixon, EIS Project Manager RE
M/S 010 CEIVED
U.S. Dept. of Tnergy FEB 14 770

Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management
Yueca Mountain Site Characterization Office
PO, Box 30307

North Las Vegas, NV 89036-0307

By e-mail (hiup://www.ymp.goy,) and fax (1-800-967-0739) and U.S. Mail
Date: February 9, 2000 |

From: MARJORIE MUSSER MIKELS
‘ 201 N. First Avenuc
Upland, CA 91786

Hven though the Department of Dnergy has “suggested” (not “directed”, as
that might create liability on DOB’s patt) to eastern waste haulers that they
bypass the Las Vegas Valley when shipping waste to the Nevada slurage site,
and instead go through S8an Bernardino County cver Lo Barstow on Highway
40, then back up towards Nevada on 1-15 to Baker, and notth to the site, and
even though fonizing radinactive waste will be traversing the entive breadth of
San Bernardino County from the soun-to-be dismantled San Onofre nuclear
powex plant, the Diablo Canyon plant, and from Asia, (hrought into the
country through the Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles, up the Alameda
Cortider, and out the }-10 frceway to 1-18), and even though the citizens of San
Bemardino County will be exposed to high and “low” level radioactive waste
flowing through their communities night and day by il and truck (and
poseibly planc), still, the U.S. Department of Energy has not scen fit to hold
any public hearings in San Bernardino County hy this Febraary 9, 2000, final
cut-off date for submission of public comment,

I heard yesterday that, at the urging of Senator Barhara Roxer, (Thank you,
Senator Baxer) a public hearing will be held on 2/22/00 at 3an Bernardino. 1
hope that written comments uf put ovedooked county’s citizens will be
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accepted for conssderation by DOE, up to and including that date. T have
made that inquiry to the department and heard nothing 1o the contraty,
Thereforc, I am assuming February 22™ will be the new final date for
submission,

I will submit amplified comments by that date. ] would like here to simply
tecount a dream 1 had on or about Martin Luther King’s birthday.

T dseamed the United States was a huge female body, and its roads and rails
wete her veins, carrying the lifeblood of the mnther-country. T dreamed that
evil greedy men were injecting those veins from a syunge and needle full of
madioactive wastc, for their own private profit. ‘Lhe waste was making her, our
precious mother-country sick, and the smell of death sutrounded het. But she
was addicted tn the nuclear madness shot into her bloud—she thought she had
to have nuclear power, nuclear bombs, entiched uranium:, radiated food,
radiation in hospitals, because the tich powecful corporations, the pimps,
conteolled her, and kept her doped up so she no lunger had liberty to make
wise choiccs.

Then I woke up And sure enough—the rich powerful corporations want to
fill our highways and rails with shipments of nuclear waste from all over the
county and the world so they can bury it at Yucca Mountain, and remove it far
away from the places where they made it. They have earned their millions,

~ and billions. “Now Lake the waste away from here” People will know it was

- us who contaminated their sofl, their air, their water, their gencs, their

offspring, caused their cances, killed their mother, their aunt, their sister, their
child. We could be held liablel

If we spread it everywhere, ¢ can fncrease the background radiation
everywhere! No one will ever be able to prove it was us wha did it. They
won't know. It might have been the stainless stecl in her braces or baby

 carriage from the rocycled power plant. It might have been the leaks in the
casks in the truck in the lane next to the family car on its way to Vegas. It
might have been the daily trains coming through on the tracks actuss the fence,
cattying loads of waste emitting silent death, poisons onc cannot see, smell,
fecl, hear, or taste. Maybe it will be next yeat that the lomp is found. Pechaps
it will not happen for five or ten years. But the cancer will corme. And when it
does you will never be ablc to show “proximate cause”. Not against
Lockhced Mariin. Not against Bechtel, or Westinghouse, or the University of
Califotnia, or G.E.. or os Alamos, or the United States Guvemnment, who in
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the name of protecting the peace, in the name of defending democracy, in the
name of Pragress, is killing us.

8o, I see in the KIS, at page 2-69, paragraph 2,3.1, several disposal concepts
wete considerad:

We could rocket it to the sunl We could dump it in the ocean! et’s put it in
the polar ice sheets—that won’t do anything about global warming will it? But
in the end, the National Academy of Science and Congpyress said the sensible
thing—*“Energy Department, you just look at onc alternative-—Yucca
Mountain.”

2 Sure, that's a great ideal| Yucca Mountain is on Shoshane Tand. Just a bunch

- of Indians—awe can buy ‘em off or kill ‘em off, Look how sick the Nawvajos ate
now, since we gave thein all those great jobs mining uranium on their
reservation. And you know those Indians down in Death Valley—the
Timbisha Shnshones? They have been mad at us forever since we kicked them
off their land—let’s give them back some tights at Furnace Creek where the
water {s most likely to be contaminated with radiation. (The aquifer under
Yucca Mountain site 35 2t or neac Fumace Creck Ranch. “I'he heat from the
decay of radionuclids in the waste would cause tempetatures in the rock near
the disposal containcts to rise above the boiling point of water” for a few
hundred yeaes to a few thousand yeass. P. §-41 to 42). Doy, Furnace Creek is
going to be the right nume for that place alright! We can ditect the trucks to
come north from Baker on Hwy, 127 right through Death Valley, so they don’t
need to go through Tas Vegas. The Indians will love those jubs——they can scll
turquoise to the nuclear waste truckers,

Well, what ahout the fact that Yucea Mountain is right on two intetsecting
earthquake faulis—the “Ghostdance” fault and the “Sundance” fault? Aw,
shucks, theit ain’t been an earthquake in those parts since 1992, and it was only
5.6 on the Richter scale and it was centered at Litde Skull Mountain—that's 12
whole miles away—it “caused no detectable in tunnels at cither the Yuceea
Mountain site or the Nevada Test Site.” (P. 5-37)

'| By now, everyone knows that under the site at Ward Valley, where the
government wanted to dump “low level” radioactive waste, is the lasgest
groundwater aquifer in the statc, containing an estimated thirty million acre feet
of water. But how did that water get there? The Native Americans, who have
been there for thousands of years, say the Amargosa River, which the ILLS,
sloughs off as if it is mcaningless because it is mosdy a dry river bed, used to be
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4 - above ground. It went underground during a massive carthquake, which made
a big crevasse, and caused the iver to sink, and water to be trapped in the rock
formations Luneath the ground. And the report is cortect—the groundwater
flow system is very complex, and thete is scientific uncertainty about the
groundwater flow boundasies. To put it correetly, they don’ have a clue where
‘that water runs underground, and how the emissions from the butied nuclear

- waste is going to migrate underground.

Forked-tongucd 14k, like “the depth to groundwater and the arid envitonment
would combine to seduce the potential for meaningful contaminant migration”
(at P. 8-41) is meaningless and deceitful, What is 2 meaningful contaminant
migration?

Throughout the entite repost, there is this attemipt to ininitnize all of the
impacts, as if it is being prepared by proponents hired to justify this proposal.
There is only on animal living at the site that is a “threatened” species—and
that’s just the same old desert tortojse. But Yucca Mountain is at the north end
of the tortuise’s habilat, and lots more of those cnitters live other places—so
what's the big deal? We'll minimize the impact. Other than that, all we have
are bats, 2 lizard, an owl and & beetlc. Okay, 50 there will be “small quantities
of routine releases of radioactive tmaterials from the reposttory”, (What is a
“routine” release?) But it's only Keypton and “naturally occurring sadon” and
the doses ate just so small. Besides, we're disturbing such a small area of land.

I believe from the above you will conclude that T oppose the project, and profer
No-Action Scenario #1, of the options you mentioned. Some people have
stated it, “You make it, you keep it And that includes the liabdity. T do not
want it on the freeway going through my town, suggest that cach site be
entombed with concrote, as giant monuments 10 the arrogant folly of man, |
SUBBCst we stup penerating nuclear waste until we have more reasonable
alternatives than shooting it into the sun, throwing it into the vecan, or burying
it in the land. '

More later,

'I'Bmk you.

ﬁincemly, )2‘ ’ .
MARJZR,IE MUSSER MIKELS

2l . '-mesvm!v-vwa-w"-



Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies


Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies


Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies


Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies


Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies
4

Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies
5

Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies
6




