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MR. BROWN: Margene Bullcreek. =

MS. BULLCREEK: Thank you. |I'm Margene
Bullcreek with OGDA. OGDA is an organization opposing
the nuclear wastes that are coming to our -- that are
under the NRS proceedings, as the gentleman mentioned with
PFS.

OQur role is to protect who we are as native
Americans on our reservation. We believe in the culture
and the tradition, and we believe to protect the future
generation and the future economic development. I know
this discussion today is on the transportation of the
nuclear waste. Our resgervation, if it is passed, will be
like a temporary stop for the nuclear waste on the way to
the Yucca Mountain. And I believe from the first day of
the MRS monitored retrievable storage that the DOE had a
negotiator's office that was to work with an organization,
a city, a tribe to be able to study the containers of the
nuclear waste, which was the MRS project at that time.

But since the negotiator's office closed, a
private facility picked up where they left off. &and I
wonder how far behind the DOE is on this private
facility's proposal to store nuclear waste on the
reservation. Yucca Mountain won't be possible for many
years to come, but our reservation is there within maybe
five years. But what I'm trying to get at here is that
for the sake of the nation's concern about where to store
the nuclear waste, I know Yucca Mountain is there, has
been there for years for the other power plants to store

their waste, but since it's under gquestion now and I
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have -- I have stated repeatedly that it's going to be our
reservation that's going to be a temporary stop, and our
regervation is going to store half of what's going to
Yucca Mountain.

And thig is a real concern for me being a Native
American, because we've been here from generation to
generation to preserve our native lands, and here we are.
We have survived, we have survived the melting pots of the
Europeans. We have been pushed from east to the west and
put on reservations. Aand our reservation is the land that
hasn't been touched by the government because of our
sovereignty issues.

and throughout the states, the transportation
routes is going to go through other reservations as well.
And that iz why I had to ask earlier and had a question
about how, if DOE has come down to the people of the
Native Americans, have they come into the communities?

Qur leaders have misled our people from generation to
generation. And if they had not represented and wanted to
hear the words -- if the government don't want to hear the
words that they don't want to hear, then our chiefs were
jailed.

Lately our chairman's been misplaced -- they've
been replaced; and now that the chairman, the sc-called
chiefs that are here now are working with higher people
like DOE, PFS, present state powers, and they're telling
them how we want money because we're in poverty. But is

that right? People are -- the nation is getting rid of
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nuclear waste industry. United States powers has large
corporations. They've been giving our tribes money.
We've been receiving money.

But is it right that the monies that they're
receiving that we're not getting? Those of us are
oppesing are not getting any money. So they're saying,
well, we're going to build you homes and programs and all

these things that we do need on the reservation.

The same with Yucca Mountain. |I heard workers
down in Las Vegas talk about how they had good jobs there.
They're getting paid for doing what they're doing,
supporting the nuclear industry, working for them. But
what about us? They're getting rich out from our
sacrifices. Is that fair?

People have cancer from the fallouts. The
things that are ingide this nuclear waste, the spent fuel
routes are uranium. Look what uranium's done to our
people in Arizona. They've got RICAs to compensate the
miners! families from the deaths that have occurred. And
look at -- in some places they -- Hanford, for instance,
has contamination in their rivers. There's a lot of
cancer rates on their reservation. Talking about native
Bmericans now. I mean, this is because of the uranium
mining that's been done on the reservation. We have
sovereignEZ;l

|And then they're going to talk to our tribal
leaders about how rich we're going to become. But what

about the people themselves, the people that's suffering

like me? My family is suffering. You don't know. On our
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reservation, our homes need fixing. But, you know, whose
homes are getting fixed? People that are supporting the
nuclear waste. They're the ones getting rich. They're
bribing them, just like DOE is bribing people. You're
going to have mitigation of fees, the counties. And just
like they probably -- when they negotiated with the Fort
Hall tribe, what did they promise them? MO?EZ;J

[_EEE they said there's not going to be no
accidents. They say they pass safely. But what about the
man-made accidents? What about Japan? BAll these places
that our tribal council went to -- Frankfurt, France,
Britain -- they all said how safe it was. But then I got
reports, I got feedback from people that knows that
country and how bad their nuclear system is, the accidents
that happen. And still they're going to stand as tc how
safe it is.

The transportation routes, the emergency
response. We got one fire hydrant on the reservation, and
there's no water going into thEE;l

So what is the answer? Our vice chairman had
said at cone of the EIS meetings that they had with the BLM
because when the state stepped in and stopped the
transportation route on the county line, they're going to
be on BLM land, and the vice chairman said, we are the
Indians of the 90's. But it's really sad that he
doesn't -- that he wants to be melted into the melting
pot. But what about those of us who are still helding on

to who we are?
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9 | 25 Like Corbin Harney was saying, the Western

10

i Shoshone, their lands given up. They fought for their

2 land, and they're still fighting for it because they

3 haven't received that money in their hands. Once that

4 money is received in their hands, then it becomes

5 government property. But they're still fighting it. And
6 that's just what I've said, they were the people work with
7 leaders that's going to work with them. &And that's the

8 way it's been done in the past.

9 How hard is it for the waste to be where it's
10 at? How unrealistic is that? Why should they have to
11 come through and go to other people's states? Why the
12 Shoshones' native land? It's still their land. We still
13 have our land. We're not going to give up. We never

14 have. We still have our own languages, we still have our
15 own religious ceremonies. We have sacredness on cur land.
16 And if the people -- if DOE doesn't appreciate their land

17 and the air and the water, why should they contaminate

18 somebody else's?

19 Thank you.
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