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MS. BULISOVA: I'm going to be submitting wrilten comments. What I'm going to say today is
more a reaction to the small public participation.

My name is Gabriela Bulisova and I am a legal resident of this country, which is being often called
the greatest nation on earth, the greatest democracy on the planet. In my understanding, the words
"democracy” and "nuclear power” -- in its whole -- what is so euphemistically called "nuclear cycle,” do not
or shall not coexist. Generating electricity by splitting atoms is for many reasons one of the most
undemocratic processes. For example, because of the government subsidies, because of the exploitation of
its power, because of the exploitation of the surrounding environment, because of being ignorant towards the
health effects and all the consequences from its daily operation radiation releases. And certainly this holds
true in the political process of choosing Yucca Mountain for the national repository of high-level nuclear
waste.

You may contradict me at this point and say my participation at this public hearing is an example of
the practices of democratic principles by the nuclear industry and the Department of Energy, but I shall ask,
would have you organized even this limited number of public hearings if it was not required by law? Would
have you organized this number of hearings if there would not have been a pressure from the people who
have enough of experiences of being lied to by the government and the nuclear industry and dealing with the
nuclear industry and the Department of Energy,| |and that thls|pe0ple not only realized that Yucca Mountain
is scientifically and environmentally totally unsuitable, they also realized the potential dangers of an
unprecedented number of transportation of the most deadly substances on earth across the whole nation for
many decades to come. And also that this people also understood that Yucca Mountain as a centralized
storage facility is not a solution to the problem of disposal of high-level atomic waste — it is or it would be
simply a permission for the nuclear industry to keep its nuciear power plants alive and to keep generating
more and more waste.

This is why so many people in this country, as you had a chance to hear in Las Vegas, for exampie,
say that Yucca Mountain is simply a bad idea and should be stopped.| [You say that you gave and we are
giving opportunity to people to express their opinion on this subject, but I repeat the question which was
raised in Las Vegas: why are there not hearings organized in every single urban and rural community,
including Indian reservations, which would be facing the potential transports?

Let me assurne that your answer would be there is nothing not enough resources to erganize that,
that it would cost the Department of Energy lots of money and time. Well, what you would not include in
your answer is that there is a constant pressure from the companies owning nuclear power plants to get rid of
their nuclear wastil But I repeat again, we are not talking about transporting and/or storing something
insignificant, we're talking about extremely poisonous and dangerous high-level radioactive waste.

If the people representing the Department of Energy would read more than just their own press
releases, would keep their eyes and ears open to all the remarks, complaints, suggestions raised by people
across the whole nation, they may realize that it is definitely the time now to include the public, the so-called
third sector into this process.

To conclude, and I have to unfortunately add that today this hearing is an example of the effort of
the Department of Energy to not include, to not inform the local public quickly enough about this happening.
As it was said in the question period, if people just would have known about today, they would have been
here and would have raised their questions and their voices. If the Department of Energy needs help in
promoting its next hearings and future public events, they should feel free to contact local environmental and
other nongovernmental groups and ask for their help. Thank you.
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