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ESTER BLEVINS: Thank you. I'm Ester Blevins. I'm the president of the Ashtubula County
league of women voters. Ege league of women voters in the United States holds the position that
transporting nuclear waste increases the likelihood of accidents that could endanger public
hea@ @e league also recognizes that transportation is less risky than allowing those wastes to
accumulate at environmentally unsafe facilitie_?l@e league of women voters of Ohio has
adopted the position that hazardous materials should be handled in a responsible manner in the
following order of priority.

A, strict enforcement of container regulation. B, mandatory reporting to state and local
authorities of spills of reportable quantities, including those involving interstate carriers. C, strict
enforcement of placarding, labeling, and documenting requirements. D, permits for trucking
companies carrying hazardous materials with the ability to suspend or revoke such permits. E,
routing requirements for certain selected extremely hazardous materials, including the
specification and/or the disapproval of some routes for some shipments. Two, the requirements
for an escort for some shipments and three, pre-notification for some shipments. F, state
regulated training for drivers and loaders. And G, collection, coordination, and an analysis of
data__.l

Ehipments of high-level waste would most likely enter Ohio from New England and the
eastern states on Interstate 90 in Ashtubula County. They would cross over Lake County and
connect with Interstate 80 on the western side of Cleveland. Ashtubula County is a rural county
with many volunteer fire fighting units.

As president of our local league of women voters of Ashtabula County, I was asked to
inquire about our local preparations for accidents on Interstate 90. The Ashtubula County
Emergency Management Agency informed me that there are eight local fire fighting departments
available who would attend any accidents along the freeway. They have been well trained in
dealing with radioactive materials. They are all well equipped with dosimetric survey meters and
are retrained annually.

The Lake County Ohio Emergency Management Agency assured me that PUCO will be
checking each truck as it enters Ohio and it will be escorted front and back by the Ohio State
Patrol. Together the Ohio Department of Health, the Ohio EPA and other concerned state
agencies will see that the standards we want are met. |

|Again, we believe that transporting the waste to a regulated facility is less risky than
allowing it to remain in scattered unsafe storage placa Thank you for providing this
opportunity to explain our position. T
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