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MARIJI EDGUER: My statement is a continuation of the statement that Francis Chiappa started
in representing Cleveland Peace Action. What I'd like to talk about is some other concerns that
we have around transportation. ﬁhe transportation of 70,000 metric tons of nuclear waste is a
concern for us. The proposed transportation routes would have over 6,900 casks passing through
the State of Ohio. And all of the routes involve passing through both densely populated areas as
well as rural areas with fertile farm land, which is one of Ohio's principal natural rcsour(m

A single accident could have major ramifications for much of Ohio. The potential risk of
a significant release of radiation, though statistically small, could be incalculably catastrophic.
There are too many uncertainties with rail or highway transportation. There are too many
potential hazards. There are accidents, other drivers, weather problems, road or track problems,
which could ultimately compromise safety.| Furthermore, the proposed transportation casks have
never been fully tested. They were only tested as one quarter scale models with extrapolations to
full scale from these tests. In the past the DOE has argued that simulated tests for nuclear
weapons and now it wants us to trust it to transport vast quantities of nuclear waste without full
testing of casks. I

Fl"he costs of any leaks or accidents will affect the environment we live in for thousand of
years. A major accident would pose obvious risks in terms of cancer but it would also poison
farm land, affect watersheds and flora and fauna in the vicinity. And it appears that the studies
minimize the health effects on humans by only identifying the cancer risk, while ignoring other
effects of radiation exposure. It is unconscionable to take such environmental, genetic and
teratogenic riskm\/hen we look at the alternatives, when you do cost comparisons of the two
alternatives, the YMP and the no action, they favor the YMP. But the no action alternative is
little more than a straw man. The cost to transport the waste and bury it in Yucca Mountain and
close the repository after a hundred years is estimated to be 28.8 billion in 1998 dollars. This
assumes no costs after the one hundred year project. Taking no action is estimated to cost 51.5 to
56.7 billion for the first 100 years and about $500 million per year for the next 9,000 years for a
total cost of around $5 trillion. But the no action alternative is not practical, no one in his or her
right mind would believe the present storage system can work in any sense in terms of
environment cost or security in the long term.| But this doesn't mean that burying the waste now
in Yucca Mountain is the only other option.

ﬁhe Yucca Mountain option provides only a partial solution to the potential dangers of
keeping hazardous wastes at the existing 72 commercial and five DOE facilities. Moving 70,000
metric tons of nuclear waste to Yucca Mountain would not result in safety for most workers or
local communities because most of these 77 facilities will continue to operate producing more
radioactive waste. Not long ago Sweden voted to close down all its nuclear facilities and was
condemned by the Clinton Administration for it. But we believe that's exactly what should be
done in the U.S. Any action which would cause the public and policy makers to believe a
solution to the hazards of nuclear operations has been found will just add to the problem. How
many Yucca Mountains will be needed before we can put an end to this folly’.ﬂ

I_By moving nuclear waste from on-site storage, we create an illusion that we have a
permanent solution, and thereby reduce the funding and motivation to create real long term

Cleveland Hearing - AM )



Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio


Glenn S Caprio
1

Glenn S Caprio
2

Glenn S Caprio
...3

Glenn S Caprio
4

Glenn S Caprio
5

Glenn S Caprio
6....

Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies


Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies


Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies


Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies


Jason Tech Corp Jason Technologies
3...


6 cont.

EIS001558

solutions. While we know there is no long term solution in existence currently, we believe
strongly that one must be discovered or created. We assert that on-site storage until a long term,
permanent solution is developed will be the only thing that will pressure the government and the
utility companies to search for this solutiorﬂ

Fl"he Cleveland Peace Action believes the wisest course is to postpone action on the Yucca
Mountain proposal until nuclear power and nuclear weapons production has been terminated and
a truly viable alternative for the long term disposition of these deadly substances is found. | Our
children and grandchildren do not deserve a world poisoned because of our mistakes. We need
to search for a solution that will be more than an illusion. Anything less is morally reprehensible.
Thank you very much.
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