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Rocky Mountain Peace a d Justice Center

P.0. Box 1156, Boulder, CO 80306 ph: 303-4346001 tax: 303-444-6623

February 29, 2000

To:  Ms. Wendy R, Dixon, EIS Project Manager, Yucea Mountain Characterization Office,
OCRWM

Yiram: Tom Marshall, RMPIC

Date: Fehruary 29, 2000

Following, pleasc find RMPIC’s commenis on the “Yucca Nlounuain 1i1S.” You may recall that
yesterday 1 informed you that the advertised toll frec fax number was not working, 1 tried to fax
10 the Nevada office (1o the number you provided). 'This morning 1 1caencd that the lux did not
(ransmit properly. Hopetully this ransmission will work. 1hope that these commenis will be
included in the official record which closcd on 2/28/2000. Plcase let us know if this is not the
casc,

Sincerely,
Tom Marshall
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Rocky Mountain Peace and Justice Center

P.O. Box 1186, Boulder, CO 80306 ph: 303-4446981 fax: 303-444-6623

Comments on 1he Draft Environmental Impact Statement for a Geologic Repository for
the Disposa) of Spent Nuclear Fuel and High Level Waste at Yucea Mountain

Submitted by the Rocky Mountain Peace and Justice Center
Tom Marshall, Program Coordinator '
Kebruary 28, 2000

The Rocky Mountain Peace and Justice Center is non- profit, public interest organization located
in Boulder, Colorado, We have worked on issucs pertaining to nuclear wuste management since
1983, and rcprescnt. members throughout Colorado and beyond. We are pleased w be ablc Lo
provide comments on the Draft nvironmental Impact Statement for a Geologic Repository for
the disposal of Spent Nuclear el and 1ligh Level Waste at Yucca Mountain (DLIS). These
comments supplemicnt those presented at he Public Hearing on the DIAS in Denver, November
16, 1999.

1 Ehc Rocky Mountin Peace and Justice Ceater ias been and remains opposcd to the Yucca
Mountain project. Burial of high level nucleas waste at Yucca Mountain endangers the
environment, and the health of current and future generalons. Transportation of high level
nuclear waste 10 the Yucca Mountain site cndangers as many as 50 million people in 43 statcs.

o Qur review of the DEIS conlirms these concerns, We believe that the DEIS comtaing
fundamentat flaws that warrant reissuance of the DLIS. |

Transporiation
3 | The DIIS inadequately cxamines and charactesizes the impacts and risks of shipping high level
nuclear wastes 10 Yucca Mountin. According to the DEIS:

DOE believes that the B1S provides the juformation necessary o make decisions
regarding the basic approaches (for cxample, mostly rail or mostly track
shipments), as well as the choice amnong wansportalion cotridors. (6-1

However, the 13158 provides no route specific analysis. How can DOE adequately undersiand
the impacts of transporting high level nuclear wastc duroughiout the nation without understanding
route specific conditivns? One of the likely transportation routes is 1-70 through Colorado. This
route gocs through the city of Denves and through the Rocky Mountains in Colorado. 1tis
imperative that DOE understand the challcnges and dangers of these roulcs before making its
route sclection, and that the public be ablc to comment on the proposed routes. As
transportation o the proposed reposiory is ah integral piece of the colire program, itis

| important (hat (idy be analyzed in the context of the DIIS.
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The State of Nevada estimates that between 12,000 and 35,000 shipments may travel along, 1-70
through Colorado. Thix is in addition 1o 28,000 shipments of plutonium conluminated waste
traveling through Colorado and Denver on 1-25 1o WIPT over a thirty year period. The D] {8
fails to analyzc the combined risk of shipments of both waste streams.

| The DS does not adequately analyzc the impacts of an accident in Denver or in mountainous
arcas. ‘What would be the impact ol a radiation relcase during rush hor in Denver? What would
‘be the response time? Whiat would be the impact in remote mountauinous arca’?| Colorado is a
statc that reties heavily on tourism. The DTS does not analyze the socioeconomic impacts of an
accident vy the sociocconomic impacts of the very faet of nucicar waste shipments through
Colm'adE

At this point there docs not cxist an actunl, approved shipping container for the DLIS or the
public W analyze, It is impossible to adequatcly understand the impacts of transportation
without knowing the design and capabilitics of an actual container. Computer tests of a
conceplual design on a computer arc not adequate.

There arc numerous technical concerns regarding Yucca Mountain: Emcmus canthquake faulis
run through thesjie; volcanic activity in the region may occur well before the end the dangerous
tife of the waslc; [lere 3s poteatal for Wiler 1 move contamination out ol e site and for the
waier table 10 back up info (he rep m'iunﬂand@c presence of mineral resources could result in
human intruston into the repository. | Signilicant scicntfic uncertainty surrounds these issucs.
Nonc dre adequately explored in the DIS.

1'n o

The two scenarios cxamined for the no action alicrmative wre not credible. To suggest that the
only options at this point are continued storage at the current sites (with or without institutional
controls) or disposal at yucca Mountain is shortsighted and irresponsible. A revised DEIS

| should include other plausible scenarios.

vir ; ey

Eisposul of high level nuclear waste at Yucca Mountain is an environmental justice issuc.
Yucca Mountain is on land that the Western Shushune, Suuthiern Paiute, and Qwens Vallcy
Paiute and Shoshone peoples consider sacred. The DEIS docs not adequately explore this issuc.
Fissentially, DOR has done nothing more than acknowledge that the concern exists, This is not
acceptablc. | Transportation of waste W Nevada will impact people of color and cconomically
disadvantaged communities along highways und rail lines. A more detailed route analysis
should be conducted 10 determine the extent to which peopte of color and cconomicall
disadvantaged communities would be impacted by (ransportation to Yucca Moumaiﬂ

‘Thank you for the opportunity comment on the DEIS. Again, we belicve that the DEIS is
fundamentaily flawed. | Liither Yucca Mountain should be withdrawn from consideration as a
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12 cont. | repository for high level nuclear waste or {hat the DS should be redone to correct the
inadequate and insufficient nature of the study,
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