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KRISTEN THOMAS

MS. THOMAS: My name is Kristen Thomas. Iam from Alamo, Nevada, Lincoln County. Tam a true
native Nevadan. I'm 6 -- going to be 64 years old, and 1 was a part of the testing. I was there, and it had a
great deal to do with what happened to our families, what happened to the children in Lincoln County.

My father was a principal. My mother was a first grade teacher, and they made many mistakes. I found
this very interesting in our little chorus of yucky yes men that were out up here all saying how safe it was.
One of them wasn't even born in the '50s. It wasn't safe. It was a disaster and dangerous. They had many
mistakes, and if any of you have seen the movie Nevada, the Hot Years, it's an excellent document --
documentary on what really truly happened. And the people they are talking about are the people I knew,
the people that died of cancer, the people that were out in the - can you hear? The people that were out
in the -- doing -- herding their cows out on the range.

The teachers, the students, the parents, are incredible. My — I had talked about this one incident because
it was so frightening, and yet I was smaller at the time and I was — I mean young, but my mom and dad --
my father being the principal got a call -- this is rare, rare. Got a call from DOE because there had been
an accident. Something had gone very, very wrong, and it turned out that was Dirty Harry, it had gone
very, very wrong and so they called the school because they knew that he had children in the school, but
what they were afraid of was that the children were going to be imploded in the school. They thought that
there would be such an explosion and so much shaking that they wouldn't get out, so they called and told
my father to get everyone out of the school and on to the playground, which they did, everyone did.

What my mom remembers is so incredible. She was a first grade teacher, and we had a family of eight
children, and of the eight, seven were albino, which is very, very, very rare. You just don't find those
kind of -- you know, it's so unusual, and two were in her class and one in another grade, and what they
remember and I remember seeing it, but -- I remember seeing this particular thing. It was sparkling.
That's all I can say. It was yellow, it was dusty and it sparkled, just sparkled, and it was like a warm wind
and it just came over the whole ground. You couldn't see anything. In fact, you just couldn't see. It just
kind of enveloped everybody.

I remember the school buses looked so strange and sparkly. It only lasted just a few - a few minutes.
When it was gone and it had blown away, these little children that were albino had black and blue and
purple bruising all over their body. My mom just started to scream, and three of the eight died of terrible
cancers, the same kind of cancer. This was not an unusual occurrence. We had such a high rate of cancer
in our community due to these incidences. And you just think about these people that trust and listen
because they were telling us all at the time "oh, it's safe. There's no problem. Do not worry," and this is
what's happening now.

El"here's a human element taken out of this, impact staternents, impact statements, no. People statements.
People statements. You've got to know what this means. You've got to know what this means to people
in Nevada. You've got to know what this means to your neighbors, to your communities. Even if you put
this in a hole in Yucca Mountain, you've got to bring it through forty-three states. Let's think about this.
The magnitude of forty-three states. That is not going to be an easy feat. It's going to be a disastrous
thing. It's an accident waiting to happen at every turn. You hear people say this is safe, this is safe, this is
safe. What is safe? Nobody knows ]

EVhat I have noticed, though all night long, I'm so impressed with these people. I'm so impressed with
you. I'm so impressed with your research, your caring, your determination, but what I've noticed is
people saying well, they've been storing this for years. Well, Area 5 has had this for years, but why the
hell didn't we do something about it? Why are we finding out about that tonight? I will be on thyroid for
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the rest of my life. I've had fifteen miscarriages and a stillborn and one lived a half hour. Someone who
wanted to have fifteen kids.

S0 I'm a speech a pathologist and teacher and have them all the time, but the main thing is this affects
people. There's no doubt about your health. You are affected at every turn, and it's important that we
know that, and it's important that we're faces and we're real and these experiences are real, and we've got
to be heard because there's got to be a better way, and people with such intelligence -- I mean, I've got
two Master's and this far from a doctorate and I'm constantly reinventing what I know because I'm a
speech pathologist and I know there's a better way to get to that child. 1know it, and I want to figure out
what it is. |

Eou‘re not doing that. You're not doing that. What you're not doing is saying, "My God, there's a better
way. We do not have to do it this way. There's a better way. Let's all get back together. Let's throw
everything away and start again. This isn't going to work. What can we do? What can we do?" This is
what our intelligence is all about, and that's what we've got to do. Don't just continue because they've got
7.3 billion spent already. Bullshit 7.3, I know it's already spent. That's not the point. Not one cent of that
is important if it's not safe, and that's what we're here to find out. |
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