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July 6, 2001

The Honorsble Spencer Abrahem

Secrotary of Energy
1000 Tndependence Aveoue SW
‘Washington, DC 20585

Deoar Secretary Almaham:

Wcmwriﬁnsinreyrdmthnslzpplﬂmmﬂlmﬂmwﬂnﬁmnmmﬂallmpaot
Statement (DOB/EIS-0250D-5) for the propased geolagic repositary st Yucca Mountain,
szada.wiﬁchﬁ:eDepum:ntcfEnugy(DOE)mlﬁmdinMayZOOL The supplemental
(SDE!S,hauﬁer)prnﬁdesnpmwﬁeDm_ﬂ:EnﬂmmmlImpmtSmbmﬁmt(DﬂS)
reflecting modifications made to the Jesign of the repository. The SDELS, however, raises
anmahummwdadgnmdmnmﬁ:nedmmﬂmhthsdwim Specifically,
ﬁmdgniﬁmmchmgminthadﬁignbmtheDEISmdSDmSmwtﬁmmmﬂ
upaaﬁngdedgiwulddiﬁwmhﬂmﬁaﬂyﬁomﬁmmpmpoaedhﬂ:cﬁﬂs,mdhsms
fails to address the affect of seismic activity on new desipn elemsnts.

AlfhoughmsDOBhsaindicﬂdibimtmmoveMWHhadeimﬁmofsitﬂ
mwmmm,ﬁmmmmmwm@mbmmmm
the emvirmmmental impact staternent is finalized. The SDEIS has done little to address this
preblems. This conoams 14, because the DOE is raquired by the Nuclear Waste Policy Act
M.me,ummdoﬂopmﬂdaaﬁnﬂmﬁmnmmﬁhnpmmpﬂoﬁoa
pussible recommendation. | ¢ is imperative that the public in Nevada and throughout the United
Smmmmmhwmommwwmmummmmmmw
that reflects the design that wonld be implemented. The trend esteblished by these changes

ﬂacdasigniuﬂ:qmvkmmﬂlimpmmmmzﬂhepnhﬁcmmmmonmzyhu
Eigni:ﬁoamlydiﬁ'm&umthad&dgnﬂmbﬂﬂmayevmmaﬂyui|

. We are also cancerncd by problems that the new design rises.| In addressing the
proposed behavior of the repogitery, the DOE provides a rangs of impacty for the possible
reposimry configurations, In general, howover, most of the eavironmental] impacts for the new
opmﬁngdﬂdmmwwmmmmmmgmmﬁumﬂmbml m
addition, the SDEIS mmmmmm“ufmm%dmmbym
activity. SevuﬂdmwdmcuwmoﬂmydwimappwmbnMEmuddm,
hchﬂhgmeveﬂﬁhﬁansymforﬂmmpoﬁmrymﬁngmemmmmﬂmmm
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3 cont. surfuce, fusl aging area. |

— Each of these elements iz crucial to achieving the new desgign goals for the repasitory.

| Thavmtﬂaﬁonsysmism:pmtedhmmemenaﬁostormow%mmtof&:hﬁgwd ‘
bythevms:cunncitishmiedinYuccaMommﬁl. In other scenarios, the ventilation system

would be required ta operate for as long a8 300 years. The new waste handling facility would .
involve the temporary storsge of commereial nuclear wasts in fuel pools to obiain the appropnate
t=mperature. Damagummormnmofthmzlmmﬁﬁ:omedmicaeﬁvityconldaﬁcctthc
pqmwufmempoﬁmymdhwemmuaphmmwmummmmmdmgmﬂaﬁm
and emvironmest. The SDEIS, however, fails to conrider the impact of seismio activity oo many

of these now features. |

We are disuppointed that the DOE released the SDELS without properly addreseing the
nmpacts from many of the new desiga elemants. [T addition, the DOE fils to provide a
ive acgessment of the national transportation Impacts and locel sociocconomic
impacts from the proposed repository, With an ever-changing desige and Jimited periods for
public commest, the public in Nevada may not have adequate opportunity to comment on sud
leam about the expecied rpasts of the Yicea Mountain rrject. We are disappointed that the
DOE did not take the apporhunity with this SDEIS to address these concerns.

Woe appreciate your considgration of our views.

. - Sincerely,
. [ ]
é | ) 9
Kmv REID ' f j JOHIN ENSIGN
1J.S. Senator 1).S. Senator

ce: D Tane R. Summerson, EIS Documext Manager
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