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RECEIVED
July 5, 2001 JUL 10 2001

Dr. Jare R. Summerson, EIS Document Manager
M/S 010

0U.S. Departinent of Energy

Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management
Yucca Mountain Site Characterization Office

P.O. Box 30307

North Las Vegas, NV 89036-0307

FAX: 1-800-967-0739

RE: Comment Period for Specific Individuals for the Supplement to the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for a Geologic Repository for the Disposal of
Spent Nuclear Fuel and High-Level Radioactive Waste at Yucca Mountain, Nye
County, NV, 66 Federal Register 34623-34624 (June 29,2001)

Dear Dr. Summerson:

1 The comment period of the SDEIS is inadeguate, establishing different deadlines
for different segments of the public is a violation of NEPA, and there were
insufficient hearings for a project of national importance. The Timbisha
Shoshone Tribe formally requesis that DOE extend the comment period to
August 13th for everyone. Since time is critical, it is requested that this matter be
remedied as soon as possible. |

In the Federal Register announcement of June 29, 2001, DOE states that the August 13
deadline only applies to those "individuals” which were sent the DEIS but were not
scnt the SEIS at the beginning of the 45 day comment period on May 4,.2001.
However, Inyo County branch librarians in Death Valiey and Bishop, CA, were sent
cover letters dated June 22 with a copy of the SDEIS. The letter stated that comments
were due by August 13th. Although the cover letter was addressed to the individual
librarian, the SDEIS was actually sent to the library for review by the general public.
Thus, if a person reviewed the SDEIS at Bishop or Death Valley, the due date for
comments would be August 13th.

2... | DOE has not informed the citizens of Inyo County that the SDEIS is now availabie in
their public libraries for review, and that the due date is now August 13th. Ifa
member of the public does not use one of these libraries, the due date apparently is
July 6th. Even if individuals, organizations, or governmental entities were sent the
SDTIS on May 4, wouldn't they have the right to go to the public library in order to
further review and comment upon the SDEIS? I is conceivable that members of the
general public had time to review the SDEIS from another source, and then go to the
Inyo County library to review the SDEIS again, thus giving that person a longer
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comment period than those who were informed that the due date is July 6th. This
creates a situation in which some members of the public have a longer time for review
than others. It also creates a situation in which the peneral public is not aware that the
SDEIS is available for comment at a public iibrary. At the very least, this violates
Sec. 1506.6 Public Involvement of NEPA Regulations:

Federal agencies shall:

(a) Make diligent efforts 1o involve the public in prepuring and implementing their
NEPA procedures.

(b) Provide public notice of NEPA-related hearings, public meetings, and the
availability of environmental documents so as to inform those persons and agencies
who may be interested or affected. |

It its obvious that DOE has created an unfair, confusing comment period for the public
by crealing two comment period deadlines, July 6th and August 13th. In addition, the
public has not heen informed that copies of the SDEIS are now available for review in
certain Inyo County libraries and that the due date for comtents is August 13th.
Since the librarians of the Inyo County branch libraries obtained copies of the SDEIS
on behalf of the general public, and not to themselves as individuals, it can only be
"assumed that the August 13th deadiine applies to any member of the general public
who reviews the SDEIS at one of these libraries. This unnecessary situation would not
have arisen if the DOE simply set August 13 as the due date for all comments. This
“violation of the spirit and letter of NEPA is a dangerous precedent and should be
immediately rescinded with notice to the public in the federal register and the Yucca
Mountain website as soon as possible.

On June 8, the Timbisha Shoshone Tribe participated in a Consolidated Group of
Tribes and Organizations (CGTO) meeting with DOE in which the CGTO requested a
60 day comment period extension beyond June 25th. Instead, a mere eleven day
extension was granted, with the final week including the July 4th holiday period. The
. complexity of the SDEIS and the numerous voluminous documents which it
" referenced make a 90 day comment period barely adequate. This is why the Timbisha
" Shoshone Tribe formally requests that DOE extend the comment period to August
~ 13th for everyone.

In addition, public hearings on the SDEIS should be conducted across the nation, as
was done (to a Jimited extent) for the Draft EIS. The design changes for the Yucca
Mountain nuclear waste facility are national, not local issues. If the SDEIS proposes
an argument that these design changes can produce a “safe” nuclear repository, then
the transport of nuclear waste to Yucca Mountain would be the recommended
outcome. The millions of people who live on or near the nuclear waste transport
routes thus have a vested interest in commenting upon these proposed design changes.
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DOE is constricting public knawledge of the projeci so that its predetermined goal of
opening Yucca Mountain can proceed, no matter what the consequences or dangers.
Please correct this situation as soan as possible.

Sincerely,

Bill Helmer 4
EPA Program Director

Timbisha Shoshone Tribe

.
Leroym )

Acting Chairperson
Timbisha Shoshone Tribal Council

cc: Lake Barrers, Acting Director of the Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste
Management






