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July ¥, 2001
Dr. Jang Summerson, B8 Document Manager, M/S 010
U.S. Departmeat of Encrgy
Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management
Yucca Mountain Site Characterizarion Office
P.0. Box 30307
Norih Las Vegas, Nevads R9036-0307 Tel 1-800-967-3477

Subject: Temporary Storage then Reprocessing is the Solution to Nuclear Waste
Underground Storage at Pigeon Spur is a better alternative

Dear Dr, Summetson:

Dated July 5, 2001, 1sent both by FAX and e mail a four page letter about the advantages
of the Pigeon Spur fuel storage facility combined with reprocessing of spent nuclear fuel (SNI).
To illustrate our undersurface SNF storage are included copies of four drawings with this FAX.
Our NRC Docket No, 72-23 license application ss tor the traditional sbove ground vertical
standing MPC canister in cask configuration. With concerns that have beon expressed, as an
alterpative we arc how proposing our subsurface design,

We propose that our SNF storage be illustrated with at least onr Fig. 3/ Fig 4 drawing,
which is a crass sectional view thionph the tracks showing how the field ganty crane sud
detivery RR-cur conveige for off Toalinyg a canister. To (his transfuor agenstion wo usie 2 veiicsl
transpor cank which draws an MPC inio it in the initizt shipping transfer made at the site
receiving tansfer building. Fur the subsurluce design, we compact the storage closer together 1o
minimize vnderground convection ait ducting. This reduces storage field space by nearly half to
only 36 acres for 4,000 casks. With the surcobnding berm as shown in figure 3(c) of the entire
operation illustration, the storage field is totally out of sight and very secure. Simply luming off
the power to the field pantry crane controls access. Wo are also propesing an ¢xira-hard storage
configuration with 3' thick concrete plug sitting above the MIC as shown 1o the section view of
the various subsurface configurations. Yor your Draft TIS report we proposc that at Ieast the Fig 3
/ Vig 4 drawing be included o show our storage points,

2 fana

William D. (BilD) Peterson, M.S., P.E.
P&A Engineeis

Pigeon Spur lFuel Storage Tacility
NR{ Diocket Na. 72-21

Sincerely yours
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