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“This could \have been a -
tragedy of such magnitude,”
said Webster Groves Mayor

derail any plans to shlp nuclear"
. waste through area.”.,

o it X

Jim’ Spa.rka was, i'.ngthe backyard oflus
Webster Groves West Swon home when he
heard a loud “pop” sound from the direction of
the railroad tracks. ! -

31, when 14of113mrsofaooaltrmn

Benyroads.EachcarixmedQOwnsofmaL
. “Myﬁrsteonce mwﬂlemgat

-k

there would usually 'he cars wa.ltmg at thut
crossing. We were very | forttmale.‘ [

Cherry Avenue cmssmg, ‘and. ﬁwlnle eoa.l, Lrossing, and “ears dig” : portajl}&ﬂ ¥ou respond not only
spilled onto the' westbound ‘lhes of. West. " Davis said. He said the train was traveling &% $he cleaniup process, but to begin the . Slean-up
several coal' cars:camie’to rest just & qtﬁmﬂw’herhourwhenitdaraﬂed.r‘g | '. on process as_well. You need to - opergtions 0f14
shy of the thomug‘bfafe."l‘hem were b \?[est‘ mthevmmt?ofthelnm fresh Fiarks on the reilroad ties, coal cars which *-
infuries, s,V 4] R s~ 3% Vreck “was closed “to ‘traffic Tor ot of 2 bréaks or in the riils’: in this case that trail demdedMay.’:‘l
Mark Davw, 8 spokesman for the Union Thursday: On Friday and Saturday, vehicles led 12 miles west,” Davis said. on the Urion

Pacific Railroad, saﬂ ihat an axte on one of tmvelmg in both d.lrectwns along Iockwood That’s where railroad officials foond a  Pacific Railroad
the coal cars broke’in Valley Park, just after “_=pleee ‘of the coal car’s broken axle. The axle  line, along West
the train had passed over a.detector that was dragged across the track, causing sparks  Lockwood Avenue
would have warned engineera of the problem. .88 it went along, for 12 miles before causing ot Cherry just west

The next detector was located a few milés dermillim}nt .He _said heavy eqlupment is : the derailment in Websater Groves. . of Rock Hill Road.
ahead of the derailment, il Maplewdod:” * £ atmtegimlly ‘Placed 5o that it éan be at any”": Davis estimated that-the overall clean-up ~ - “photo by
“The axle hit an oibaﬁ_mlé near the grade glven l‘omtmn within several hours, - et . cont. p. 8 + 7 Ursula Ruhl
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cost to Union Pacific — removing
trains and replacing a 400-foot stretch
of tracks — would be around $1
million, That figure does not include
the costa of delays to other trains.
Workers had north track open to
westhound trains by 1 a.m. on Priday.
The second lins was cleared and open
by B p.m. Friday, -

During the firat gquarter of 2001,
Davis szid an average of 35 trains a
day came through Webatet Groves and
Kirkwood on the Union Pacific
Railroad line.

Davis said the railroad operates
under many layers of regulationg, with
regulations specific to the commeodity
being transported. Most rail cars are
owned by private companies, which are
lisblo for the contents of those cars,
Davis said.

“If their car leaks, they are liable. A
lot of companies {(woluntarily) meet or
beat requirements for lafety Davis
said,

Davis also said tank cars have been
redesigned in the past 10 years to
maks leaks less likely in the event of
derailment.

‘The Missouri Motor Carrier and
Railroad Safety Division of Economic
Development, along with federal
inspectors, are investigating the
accident.

Efforts To Stop Nuclear
BhlpmantlBIckOanrnck

The U.S, Department of Energy is
expected, perhaps by the end of thia
year, to issue a “suitability
easezsment™ for storing high level,
radioactive waste at a Yucce Mountain,
Nev, interim facility. Congress had
previously approved the interim
storage site, but the measure was
vetoed by President Bill Clinton.

"That would not happen this time
around. Not with the current president
in office,” said Kay Drey, who has been
fighting nuclear power insues since
1974. -

"l‘heu are 103 operatmg reactors in
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the. TUnited States.
Seventy-six of them are
east of the Mississippi,
and 27 are west” Drey: |}
said! “They have to got the.
radioactive waste Jocated '
enst of the Misstasippi
River out west, People who
have studisd the msps’
figure there could bhe & -B3
shipment through 8t.
Louis — by train or truck -
— avery other day for the
next 30 years"

Once a bill is introduced
in Congreas to ship to the
interim storage facility at .
Yucca Mountain, and onee
it iz signied by the preaident, Drey said
shipmenta could begin through the
area “in no time at oll.”

Members of the Webster (iroves
CltyCounnlvdtadinFebruryoﬂm
to
thmugh the ity T‘he diy’s current
mayor, Gerry Welch, was on the eouncil
ot the time, woting te oppose the
shipmenta,

“This could have been a tragedy of -
such magnitude,” said Welch. “Now

that this incident is over, we can «it -

back and deal with lessons Jsarned, 1
am going to invita railroad officials and
local mayoers to meet to telk about
railway safi »

Welch maid Webster Groves was
lucky to have averted a disaster
Nucléar waste aside, the train cars
could have been filled with other
hazardous materials, she anid.

“The train flipped east, and then
west (toward Lockwood). And what if it

[ —

the narth or south — inta a readential
neighborhiood” or the Old Webster
lmlimq Area” the mayor snid.-
Wekh” sald moeungwithmwnﬂ
lndrlﬂmdomdahwﬂlmtwo

aeonﬂﬂmmmgmdﬂuhdhmn

nmlurmnhlpmtpombﬂiﬁu.
¢ *Its absolutely frightening to think

nflny shipmenta of nuclear waste or

neighbarhoods,
or the business communities, for that
matter* Welch anld,
' "The Bt. Louis area is a huge

population center. In the large schame”

of things, this train derellment coutd
be a very important leason,” Welch
continued. “We can't bs  complacent
about thie. We could =)l say, “Well, no
one got hurt,’ and go on. Or we can all
learn from this,”
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Derailment Waé- A
”Tlmely Reminder"

On the mornmgofMeyal a train
derailed in Webster Groves. No haz-
ardous materials were involved and,
thankfully, no one was hurt. It was
not an unusual event.-Derailments
occur frequently in this country and
that is my concern. ,

President George Bush is pushmg
for a massive expansion of nuclear
power. It is a mistake to pump bil-
lions into the nuclear industry at a
time when we still have not resolved
the significant public health prob-
lems caused by the ehlppmg and d].S-

'| posal of nuclear waste. -

It is only by chance that the

Webster Groves derailment “did not

include hazardous materials. That
line is dlready used to ‘ship nuclear
waste. Unlike shipping via puhhc
highways, the pubhc has no say on
which rail routes are for hazardous

i waste;,including - h1ghly,dunge':"cfus

radioactive materials from nuclear
reacbom There is no. oonmderahon of
how many people live’ neer a: route or
whethet;a.achool is nearby. There i

‘no congideration of the ‘availability. of

medml Tacilities that £an:treat expo-
sure to .radmtlon ,—,St Louis:has'
onl,yone bed in onehoep:tal that can

fully. treatia victim. of radiatlon
_{ There i3 no public nohee or Gomment .
E onthepropooedmutelikethereis{or

shipping nuclear debris by highway..:

. These facts are why 1'strongly
oppose Preaidqnt Bish's rush to build
‘the ﬁrst new nuclear mctor in over.

HES yests: That rash decision. today

endangers lives and ereetee ' nuclear
waste problem that e\will 1ast for

plants ¢ are obsolete Ve

. A diaproportmnete ehnre of that'
wnetenwould ‘be shipped- by;all
through ‘the heertnf St Loule ‘T.am
ot prepared ‘to take that risk, This

. deraﬂ.ment‘was 4 {imely réminder, of

the”‘big prob!ems poeedby nucle&r
waste to'olr comm ity. =

: picturea of this, inoiden.t 1o eeed‘
eopyofthemtomyﬂt I.mﬂeofﬁee,_

11140:South Towne ‘Square, Suité
201, St.:Louis, Mo., 63123, soloe.n

ousthsseouldbe

decades — long after nuclear power

shawmycolleaauesjusthowdangar-

U.S. B.ep. BichnrdA.Gephatdt .

: Pacific tracks in Webster ought to

]

o
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. Derailment Shows Danger Of Overuse

The train wreck on the Union

;-awaken residents in-Webster and
Kirkwood to the danger posed by the

‘overusge’ -of the Union Pacific tracks
with its frequent number of coal trains
requiring constant maintenance

" because the cars are extremely heavy.

The dust from the trains is not good for

" the health either. Cars should be cov-
ered when they are transporting coal.

Beyond that, is the much more

~ important subject of the movement of
: radioactive waste on trains traveling

I
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kmoyemen't ofatlns a

. west which are loaded with radicactive

debris from places liké Three Mile
Island. The spent nuclear t‘uel rods
- and radioactive matennls are’s danger
to the entire commuinity. far worse
than any other commadity. - e

The Department-of Energ'y (DOE)

mrequuedbylawtoenfureesafetyreg- ‘

ulations for the tmnsportatlon ‘and .
.storagé: of -nuélear:; weﬁe = Why?..
Because they are dang'erous o the.well

being of the ‘public.’ The idea ‘that the S compamee ’End thoee corporetmne .

commiunity should be subject to. the
risks of a radioactive accident ee a.
.-result of a train wreck makes no sense

_ rigks to our area.

What is planned to go through
Webster and Kirkwood (later this year)
in hot radioactive trash that needs to
be safely transported and stored in
another place: But, not &t the expense
of Wehster, Kirkwood, or any other
part of Saint Louis. This waste is cont-
aminated with radioactive isotopas
that have a decay rate and concentra-
tion capable of adversely affecting an
area (should a spill or accident oecur)
for thousands of years! It can kill and
da.mege our commu.mty permanently.

And, for that reason mlmtbe stopped..

Everything poss:ble 3hould be done
by the résidents here to fight these
- sﬁereareothers\é'ferwayetoh‘ane-
port hazardous ‘materials without
endangering the hvee ‘and property of
the; residente. Transporting these risky
tremloade of poison around the aiea
* rather than through it makes more
sense! The only béneﬁcxanee to "alk of
! the nsks bemg teken are the tnergy

These cars with their da.ngerous cargo - :_'

3 ought to-be following routes in- [eee '
‘populated greas.t:l. oy 1 T,

- Latet, this year plans call for the

your. commungty Jtﬁ.e A risk that *

- should not and docs not have to be -._

teken’Wédonothnve‘torreggrt'greck :
leeenesetodeel t.h.wastestornge.' -

Gephrdt*take stand‘a‘gaimt it. But,

trash thmugln ,t and 1t’needa “the u.nlteiinvolvement of .

this is ﬁ.pa.thean-oommumty ;effort
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