	 
	 
	Finally, there is the longstanding issue of Program funding.  Significant budget increases are required if the Program is to reach the goal of developing a geologic repository at Yucca Mountain. To ensure stable and sufficient funding for the design, construction, and operation of the repository, and for acquisition and development of the transportation infrastructure in the future, a restructuring of the Program’s funding mechanisms is needed.  Although the annual receipts from fees paid by utilities to the Nuclear Waste Fund (NWF) and accumulated amounts in the NWF are sufficient to fund current needs, budget processes have severely limited access to these funds.  The Administration believes that the fees currently paid by utilities to finance the repository should be treated as offsetting collections against the appropriation from the NWF.  The Department will continue to work with the Administration and the Congress to ensure that there is sufficient and stable funding available to meet the Program’s requirements. 

